WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. An infornlation receiving apparatus receiving information from 
a plurality of information providing apparatuses, 

said information providing apparatuses each including an 
information storage ci rcuit storing a plurality of information items and a 
transmission circuit t ansmitting the information items stored in said 
information storage c: rcuit to said information receiving apparatus, 

said plurality of information items each containing information and 
information identifies tion data for identifying said information, 

said informat on identification data being common to said plurality 
of information providing apparatuses, 

the inform ati m contained in said information items that are 
identified by the san e said information identification data difi'ering 
depending on said information providing apparatuses, and 
said informa ion receiving apparatus comprising: 
an identifica ion data storage circuit storing information 



identification data 
a reception 
an arbitrary one of 



'or identifying information to be selected; 

circuit receiving said plurality of information items from 

said plurahty of information providing apparatuses; 



a storage ciicuit connected to said reception circuit for storing said 
information items r 3ceived by said reception circuit; and 

an output circuit connected to said identification data storage circuit 
and said storage ciicuit for selecting and outputting an information item 
having a predetermined relation with the information identification data 
stored in said identification data storage circuit from the information items 
stored in said storage circuit. 

2. The inf )rmation receiving apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein 

said output circuit includes a circuit for selecting and outputting an 
information item cc ntaining information identification data matching the 
information identification data stored in said identification data storage 
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circuit from the infarmatioii items stored in said storage circuit. 




3. The infc 
wherein 

said inform; 
identification data 
contained in said 
and 

said output 
item containing reL 
information iden 
circuit from the infc 
outputting said seL 
said selected infori 



rmation receiving apparatus according to claim 1, 

[ti-on item further contains relevant information 
)r identifjong information relevant to the information 
formation item and priority of said relevant information, 

cuit includes a circuit for selecting an information 
vant information identification data matching the 
atLon data stored in said identification data storage 
rmation items stored in said storage circviit and then 
jcted information item according to priority contained in 
ation item. 



4. The information receiving apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising /an input circuit connected to said identification data 
storage circuit for entering information identification data of information to 
be selected. 

5. The ii^formation receiving apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein 

the inforiA ation contained in said information items that are 
identified by the same said information identification data includes 
information difFaring depending on respective locations of said information 
providing apparatuses. 



6. The information receiving apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein 

the information contained in said information items that are 
identified by the same said information identification data includes 
information differing depending on respective locations of said information 
providing appa^ratuses and time. 
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7. The inforir ation receiving apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein 

the information contained in said information items includes local 
information associated with a local area, and 

said local information is identified by local information identification 
data and said local information includes information which is more detailed 
as location of said information providing apparatus is closer to a local area 
specified by said local information identification data. 




10 



10 



8. The infprm ation receiving apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein 

said inforniation item further contains relevant information 
identification data/ for identifying information relevant to the information 
contained in said information item, and 

said outpmt circuit includes a circuit for selecting and outputting an 



information item 
relevant informa 



containing either information identification data or 
ion identification data matching the information 
identification da1 a stored in said identification data storage circuit from the 
information itemfe stored in said storage circuit. 



9. The ififormation receiving apparatus according to claim 8, 
wherein 

said identification data storage circuit includes a circuit for storing 
information identification data of information to be selected and relevant 
information identification data contained in an information item, among the 
information itenis stored in said storage circuit, that contains information 
identification df ta matching the information identification data stored in 
said identificati m data storage circuit, and 

said output circuit includes a circuit for selecting and outputting an 
information item, from the information items stored in said storage circuit, 
that contains either information identification data or relevant information 
identification d ita matching either the information identification data or 
the relevant information identification data stored in said identification 
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data storage circuit. 




15 



20 



25 



30 



10. An! information receiving apparatus receiving information from 
a plurality of in: :ormation providing apparatuses, 

said information providing appaiatuses each including an 
information storage circuit storing a plurality of information items, 

said plurality of information items each containing information and 
information identification data for identifying said information, 

said infoimation identification data being common to said plurality 
of information providing apparatuses, 

the inforriation contained in said information items that are 
identified by the same said information identification data differing 
depending on said information providing apparatuses, 

said information providing apparatuses each further including a 
transmission circuit for selecting an information item having a 
predetermined relation with said identification data from the information 
items stored in saia information storage circuit and then transmitting the 
selected information item to said information receiving apparatus, and 
said information receiving apparatus comprising: 
an identification data storage circuit storing information 
identification data fpr identifjdng information to be selected; 

an identificaltion data transmission circuit connected to said 
identification data siorage circuit for transmitting the information 
identification data stored in said identification data storage circuit to an 
arbitrary one of said information providing apparatuses; 

a reception circuit receiving said selected information item 
transmitted from said arbitrary one of said information providing 
apparatuses in responfee to the information identification data transmitted 
by said identification data transmission circuit; 

a storage circuit connected to said reception circuit for storing said 
information item received by said reception circuit; and 

an output circuit connected to said storage circuit for outputting the 
information item stored in said storage circuit. 
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11. The iiiformation receiving apparatus according to claim 10, 
further comprising an input circuit connected to said identification data 
storage circuit for entering information identification data of information to 
be selected. 



12. The inforn|ation receiving apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein 

the information 
identified by the same 
information differing 
providing apparatuses. 



contained in said information items that are 
said information identification data includes 
depending on respective locations of said information 



13. The information receiving apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein 

the information contained in said information items that are 
identified by the same said information identification data includes 
information differing depending on respective locations of said information 
providing apparatuses 4nd time. 



14. The information receiving apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein 

the information Contained in said information items includes local 
information associated with a local area, and 

said local information is identified by local information identification 
data and said local information includes information which is more detailed 
as location of said information providing apparatus is closer to a local area 
specified by said local information identification data. 



15. An informatilon providing apparatus employed in an 
information providing system including an information receiving apparatus 
and a plurahty of information providing apparatuses transmitting 
information to said informlation receiving apparatus, 

said information providing apparatus comprising: 
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an information storage circuit storing a plurality of information 



items, 



said plurality of information items each containing information and 
information identifidation data for identifying said information, 
10 said information identification data being common to said plurality 

of information providing apparatuses, and 

the information contained in said information items that are 
identified by the sam4 said information identification data differing 
O depending on said information providing apparatuses; 

^ 15 said informaticn providing apparatus further comprising 

a reception cir( uit receiving information identification data from 
said information receiAing apparatus; 

an identification data storage circuit connected to said reception 
circuit for storing said received information identification data; and 

a transmission circuit connected to said information storage circuit 
and said identification data storage circuit for selecting an information item 
i having a predetermine d relation with the identification data stored in said 

i identification data stoi age circuit from the information items stored in said 

information storage circuit and then transmitting the selected information 
25 item to said information receiving apparatus. 




16. The inforriation providing apparatus according to claim 15, 



wherein 



said transmissi 



information identificat 
circuit from the inform 



on circuit includes a circuit for selecting an 



information item containing information identification data matching the 



on data stored in said identification data storage 
ition items stored in said information storage circuit 
and then transmitting $aid selected information item to said information 
receiving apparatus. 



wherein 



said information 



17. The inform ition providing apparatus according to claim 15, 



item further contains relevant information 
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identification data tfbr identifying information relevant to the information 
contained in said ii^ormation item and priority of said relevant information, 
and 

said transmibsion circuit includes a circuit for selecting an 
information item containing relevant information identification data 
matching the information identification data stored in said identification 
data storage circviit from the information items stored in said information 
storage circxiit and thlen transmitting said selected information item 
according to priority contained in said selected information item. 

18. The inforpiation providing apparatus according to claim 15, 
wherein 

the informatioii contained in said information items that are 
identified by the same said information identification data includes 
information differing depending on respective locations of said information 
providing apparatuses. 

19. The informatj^on providing apparatus according to claim 15, 
wherein 

the information contained in said information items that are 
identified by the same said information identification data includes 
information differing depending on respective locations of said information 
providing apparatuses andvtime. 



20. The information providing apparatus according to claim 15, 
wherein 

the information cont^ned in said information items includes local 
information associated with k local area, and 

said local information! is identified by local information identification 
data and said local information includes information which is more detailed 
as location of said informatioii providing apparatus is closer to a local area 
specified by said local informamon identification data. 
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21. The infoririation providing apparatus according to claim 15, 
wherein 

said informatioi] item further contains relevant information 
identification data for ic entifying information relevant to the information 
contained in said inforn ation item, and 

said transmissio 1 cii'cuit includes a circuit for selecting an 
information item containing either information identification data or 
relevant information identification data matching the information 

in said identification data storage circuit from the 
in said information storage circuit and then 
transmitting said selected information item to said information receiving 
apparatus. 



identification data stored 
information items stored 



said transmission 
information item, from the 



22. The information providing apparatus according to claim 21, 
wherein 

said identification data storage circuit includes a circuit for storing 
information identification data received by said identification data reception 
circuit and relevant inforriation identification data contained in an 
information item, among the information items stored in said information 
storage circuit, that contaiis information identification data matching said 
received information ident fication data, and 

circuit includes a circuit for selecting an 
information items stored in said information 
storage circuit, that contains either information identification data or 
relevant information identification data matching either the information 
identification data or the relevant information identification data stored in 
said identification data storage circuit and then transmitting said selected 
information item to said infcn-m ation receiving apparatus. 



23. An information receiving apparatus receiving information from 
a plurality of information providing apparatuses, 

said information prov ding apparatuses each including information 

urality of information items and transmission 



storage means for storing a p 



I) 
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storage means to said in; 
said plurality of : 



means for transmitting Ihe information items stored in said information 



brmation receiving apparatus, 

nformation items each containing information and 



information identificatio a data for identifying said information, 



said information 
of information providing 



identification data being common to said plurality 
apparatuses, 

the information contained in said information items that are 
identified by the same said information identification data differing 
depending on said inforn ation providing apparatuses, and 

said information :eceiving apparatus comprising: 

identification dat a storage means for storing information 
identification data for identifying information to be selected; 

reception means lor receiving said plurality of information items 
from an arbitrary one of said plurality of information providing apparatuses; 

storage means connected to said reception means for storing said 
information items receive d by said reception means; and 

output means cor nected to said identification data storage means 
and said storage means iox selecting and outputting an information item 
having a predetermined :elation with the information identification data 
stored in said identificat on data storage means from the information items 
stored in said storage m(jans. 



24. The information receiving apparatus according to claim 23, 
wherein 

said output mear s includes means for selecting and outputting an 
information item containing information identification data matching the 
information identification data stored in said identification data storage 
means from the information items stored in said storage means. 



25. Theinformat] 



wherein 



>n receiving apparatus according to claim 23, 



said information item further contains relevant information 
identification data for idenmying information relevant to the information 
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contained in said informatj^on item and priority of said relevant information, 
and 

said output meani includes means for selecting an information item 
containing relevant iriformation identification data matching the 
information identificatioin data stored in said identification data storage 
means from the informa(tion items stored in said storage means and then 
outputtLng said selected information item according to priority contained in 
said selected information item. 

26. The information receiving apparatus according to claim 23, 
further comprising input means connected to said identification data storage 
means for entering in/formation identification data of information to be 
selected. 

27. The information receiving apparatus according to claim 23, 
wherein 

the information contained in said information items that are 
identified by the same said information identification data includes 
information differinlg depending on respective locations of said information 
providing apparatuses. 

28. The injformation receiving apparatus according to claim 23, 
wherein 

the information contained in said information items that are 
identified by the same said information identification data includes 
information differing depending on respective locations of said information 
providing apparatuses and time. 



29. The information receiving apparatus according to claim 23, 
wherein 

the informktion contained in said information items includes local 
information associated with a local area, and 

said local information is identified by local information identification 
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data and said local information 
as location of said information 
specified by said local informaftion 



includes information which is more detailed 
providing apparatus is closer to a local area 
identification data. 




30. The information /receiving apparatus according to claim 23, 
wherein 

said information itenl further contains relevant information 
identification data for identifying information relevant to the information 
contained in said informaticp item, and 

said output means includes means for selecting and outputting an 
information item containing either information identification data or 
relevant information identi/fication data matching the information 
identification data stored in said identification data storage means from the 
information items stored in said storage means. 



31. The informa^on receiving apparatus according to claim 30, 
wherein 

said identificatiorl data storage means includes means for storing 
information identification data of information to be selected and relevant 
information identification data contained in an information item, among the 
information items stored in said storage means, that contains information 
identification data matching the information identification data stored in 
said identification data s torage means, and 

said output meams includes means for selecting and outputting an 
information item, from the information items stored in said storage means, 
that contains either information identification data or relevant information 
identification data matcning either the information identification data or 
the relevant informatiofli identification data stored in said identification 
data storage means. 



32, An inform 
a plurahty of information 
said informatio]! 



^tion receiving apparatus receiving information from 
providing apparatuses, 
providing apparatuses each including information 



V 
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storage means for storing/a plurality of information items, 
5 said plurality of information items each containing information and 

information identification data for identif5dng said information, 

said information identification data being common to said plurality 
of information providiirg apparatuses, 

the information contained in said information items that are 
10 identified by the sam6 said information identification data differing 
depending on said information providing apparatuses, 

said information providing apparatuses each further including 
transmission means for selecting an information item having a 
predetermined relation with said identification data from the information 
15 items stored in sajfd information storage means and then transmitting the 
selected information item to said information receiving apparatus, and 
said information receiving apparatus comprising: 
identification data storage means for storing information 
identification data for identifying information to be selected; 
20 identification data transmission means connected to said 

identification data storage means for transmitting the information 
identification data stored in said identification data storage means to an 
arbitrary one pf said information providing apparatuses; 

reception means for receiving said selected information item 
25 transmitted mom said arbitrary one of said information providing 

apparatuses an response to the information identification data transmitted 
by said identification data transmission means; 

storage means connected to said reception means for storing said 
informatioiJ item received by said reception means; and 
30 output means connected to said storage means for outputting the 

information item stored in said storage means. 

331 The information receiving apparatus according to claim 32, 
further comprising input means connected to said identification data storage 
means fon entering information identification data of information to be 
selected. / 
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34. The information receiving apparatus according to claim 32, 
wherein 

the informat on contained in said information items that are 
identified by the same said information identification data includes 
information differing depending on respective locations of said information 
providing apparatuses. 



35. The inft) 
wherein 

the informatton 
identified by the sartie 
information differin 
providing apparatuses 



rmation receiving apparatus according to claim 32, 



contained in said information items that are 
said information identification data includes 
depending on respective locations of said information 
and time. 



36. The information receiving apparatus according to claim 32, 
wherein 

the informatian contained in said information items includes local 
information associat( d with a local area, and 

said local information is identified by local information identification 
data and said local information includes information which is more detailed 
as location of said information providing apparatus is closer to a local area 
specified by said loca information identification data. 



37. An inforjnation 
information providin 
and a plurahty of infdrmation 
information to said in 

said inform atipn 

information 

items, 

said plurality 
information identifica 
said informati 



providing apparatus employed in an 
system including an information receiving apparatus 

providing apparatuses transmitting 
brmation receiving apparatus, 
providing apparatus comprising: 
stjorage means for storing a plurality of information 



rf information items each containing information and 
ion data for identifying said information, 
>n identification data being common to said plurality 
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of information providing apparatuses, and 

the information contained in said information items that are 
identified by the same sai i information identification data differing 
depending on said inform; ition providing apparatuses; 
15 said information Providing apparatus further comprising 

reception means fir receiving information identification data from 
said information receiving apparatus; 

identification data storage means connected to said reception means 
for storing said received information identification data; and 

transmission meins connected to said information storage means 
and said identification data storage means for selecting an information item 
having a predeterminedirelation with the identification data stored in said 
identification data storage means from the information items stored in said 
information storage means and then transmitting the selected information 
25 item to said informatiom receiving apparatus. 




38. The inforiptation providing apparatus according to claim 37, 
wherein 

said transmission means includes means for selecting an 
information item cont? lining information identification data matching the 



information identifica ion data stored in said identification data storage 
means from the inforr lation items stored in said information storage means 
and then transmitting^ said selected information item to said information 
receiving apparatus 



39. The info rmation providing apparatus according to claim 37, 



wherein 

said information item further contains relevant information 
identification data fo r identifying information relevant to the information 
contained in said infc rmation item and priority of said relevant information, 
and 

said transmission means includes means for selecting an 
information item containing relevant information identification data 
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matching the information identification data stored in said identification 
data storage means fi:om the information items stored in said information 
storage means and then transmitti ag said selected information item 
according to priority contained in s/aid selected information item. 



40. The information receiving apparatus according to claim 37, 
wherein 

the information contained in said information items that are 
identified by the same said information identification data includes 
information differing depending/on respective locations of said information 
providing apparatuses. 

41. The information receiving apparatus according to claim 37, 
wherein 

the information contained in said information items that are 
identified by the same said inlormation identification data includes 
information differing depending on respective locations of said information 
providing apparatuses and time. 

42. The informatioif receiving apparatus according to claim 37, 
wherein 

the information contained in said information items includes local 
information associated witU a local area, and 

said local information is identified by local information identification 
data and said local information includes information which is more detailed 
as location of said informalaon providing apparatus is closer to a local area 
specified by said local information identification data. 



43. The information providing apparatus according to claim 37, 
wherein 

said information item further contains relevant information 
identification data for identifying information relevant to the information 
contained in said inform aftion item, and 
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said transmission means inclmdes means for selecting an 
information item containing either information identification data or 
relevant information identification data matching the information 
identification data stored in said idfentification data storage means from the 
information items stored in said information storage means and then 
transmitting said selected infornjfation item to said information receiving 
apparatus. 



44. The information jfrovidixxg apparatus according to claim 43, 
wherein 

said identification datfa storage means includes means for storing 
information identification da^a received by said identification data reception 
means and relevant information identification data contained in an 
information item, among the information items stored in said information 
storage means, that contains information identification data matching said 
received information identification data, and 

said transmission/means includes means for selecting an 
information item, from the information items stored in said information 
storage means, that contains either information identification data or 
relevant information identification data matching either the information 
identification data or tne relevant information identification data stored in 
said identification data storage means and then transmitting said selected 
information item to said information receiving apparatus. 
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